
CONSTITUTION

1. The CLUB shall be called the BALLYMONEY AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB (hereafter referred to as the Club).

2. The AIM of the Club is to encourage the interest of its members in the use of photographic equipment, to become proficient in using their camera and be able to make excellent pictures, giving them the opportunity to exhibit at internal and external 

competitions.  The Club will also aim for Cross Community involvement.

3. The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held between April 1st and May 15th . Members must be informed of the date of the AGM at least 21 days before the date it is scheduled to occur. All questions at Annual General Meetings shall be decided by a fifty-one percent majority vote (excepting changes to the Club Constitution – see Rule 13). In the event of a tied vote the Chairperson shall have an additional or casting vote.

4. The recurring AGENDA that will stand at every AGM will comprise:

· Accept the minutes of the previous AGM.

· Receive the Treasurer's report and audited accounts.

· Receive the Secretary's Report. 

· Receive a report from the Club Member on the Council of the NIPA.

· Elect the following officers and Club Committee members for the incoming year: (Those proposed must have given their prior consent to their names being put forward.)  The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary, Programme Secretary, Competition Secretary, Publicity Officer, Child Protection Officer, and the Club Member on the Council of the NIPA.

· Determine the membership fee for the incoming year (see Rule 7).

· Appoint the auditors of the Club accounts.

· Consider any other business. 

5.  Duties of Office bearers:

The CHAIRPERSON shall preside at all meetings of the Club, Club Committee, Annual General Meetings or Extraordinary General Meetings of the Club.

The VICE CHAIRPERSON shall deputise for the Chairperson in the event of his/her absence.

The TREASURER shall receive all monies due to the Club and shall pay such sums as may be ordered by the Committee.  The Treasurer shall keep an account of all receipts and payments and render such statements to the Committee and Auditors as required.

The SECRETARY shall keep minutes of meetings and handle the correspondence of the Club.

The CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER shall ensure that every member is given a copy of the Child Protection Policy, asked to read it and sign a document that he or she understands it and will abide by it.

The PROGRAMME SECRETARY shall organise the programme of club events in collaboration with other Committee members. Duties include the booking of speakers and judges and checking one or two weeks prior to each event that those individuals are still able to attend.

 

The COMPETITION SECRETARY shall gather together entries for Club and external (inc. NIPA) competitions and supply all paperwork, prints, and electronic images to the appropriate people as required.

 

The PUBLICITY OFFICER shall promote and publicise activities and events organised by the club using the written media, website, social media or other means as authorised by the Club Committee.

The CLUB MEMBER ON THE COUNCIL OF THE NIPA shall attend meetings of the Council of NIPA and keep the club members informed of all matters and decisions of NIPA affecting the organisation of the club or its activities. This person will also promote and publicise NIPA events and activities to the membership of the club. 

6. The CLUB COMMITTEE shall consist of the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Programme Secretary, Competition Secretary, Publicity Officer, Child Protection Officer, and the Club Member on the Council of the NIPA.  

The Committee shall control and manage the affairs of the Club and ensure the health and safety of members. The Committee shall meet as often as the business of the Club  requires. 

A quorum of five persons must be present for a meeting of Committee to take place. 

Any decisions at a meeting of the Committee will be decided by a  majority vote of those present . In the event of a tied vote, the Chairperson shall have an additional or casting vote.

In the event of the absence of any of the Office Bearers, the Committee may elect  temporary replacements from their members for the duration of the meeting. 

7. MEMBERSHIP FEES shall be agreed by the Club Committee and put to the AGM as a recommendation from the Committee.  Fees shall be due on October 1st.   A signed receipt shall be given.

Only persons whose membership fees for the current year have been paid shall be entitled to enter club competitions and vote at the AGM or at EGMs.

8. In the name of the Club the Treasurer shall open a BANK ACCOUNT.   All accounts are to be paid on time by cheque signed by any two of the Committee members authorised by the bank.

9. Any member making purchases or incurring expenses on behalf of the Club must present an official receipt before payment can be made.   (No receipt, no payment.)   Receipts cannot be presented in lieu of Club subscriptions.

10. There must be a complete and up to date RECORD kept OF ALL MEMBERS.  This record will include full name, address and telephone number  (where applicable). This information must be kept in the form of a Register.  (All previous paperwork is to be kept for the record). If any records are put on computer at any time the requirements of the Data Protection Act must be adhered to.

11. An EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM) may be called by the Committee whenever it is considered necessary.  In addition, if 40% or more of members agree that an EGM needs to be called they have the right to do so providing they send a letter to the Secretary, signed by each of them, requesting such a meeting and stating the specific business for which the meeting is called. 

If, and when, the Secretary receives such a letter he/she should arrange the meeting within 28 days of its receipt.

All questions at an EGM shall be decided by a two thirds majority vote.

12. In the event of the CLUB BEING DISSOLVED,  the material and financial assets of the Club shall be used to settle any debts or liabilities of the Club.  Any remaining funds may be donated to another organization with similar aims.

13.  Any CHANGE TO THE CLUB CONSTITUTION can only be made at an Annual General Meeting or an Extraordinary General Meeting called for that purpose. Members should be informed in advance of the suggested changes. At any such meeting two-thirds of the voters present must vote for the proposed change. 
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